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LWL Past tenses
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Narrative tenses

1 Identify the five incorrect sentences and correct them.
I've seen Alex last week. X 1 saw Alex Last week.

| chatted to my friends when my father phoned me.
Jana discovered that someone stole her bag.

When we had finished the experiment, we had written a
report on it.

| sat down at my desk and switched on the computer.
It was starting to rain while we were waiting for the bus.
Hey! Someone has taken my mobile phone!

What time have you got to school this morning?

hatting to.my friends when my father

ered that someone had stolen her bag,

had finished

L. wewrote areport.onit,

Bl 2] move on

Time expressions
3 Complete the rules with the time expressions in the list.

‘as | assoonas  whil

1 2s while

and .% s AT USE for an action that
happened at the same time as another.

s used for an action that happens
immediately after another action.
4 Choose the correct alternatives.
1 Before /(Aften) left the party, | went home.
2 While /(&s soon a9)| saw him | recognised him.
3 (As)/ Before we were arriving, it started to rain.
4 Before /When)she saw us she waved.

e)/ After | knew | had passed the exam, | was
Very nervous.

4 Itstartedtorainw waitina for.the bus.

N

Complete the sentences with the correct forms of the
bold verbs.

A How long (1) save you had (have) that guitar?

B For six months.

A Where (2) .44 you .24y, (buy) it?
B

1(3) (see) it when | (4)
(shop) in town one day.

A Why (5) 4. you (decide) to
buy it?

B Because | (6) .. (realise) that |
(7) .had (want) one.

A (8).2d (learn) music
at school?

B No, but my older sister (9) ,%:
(always, try) to teach me.

A (10).fHad you .plaved, (play) before you
got this guitar?

B No, | (11) .4neverpicked up (never,

pick up) a guitar in my life.

0 Unit 1 Memory and experience

5 Complete the text with the time expressions in the list.

after | as | asisoonas  before when while

The other day, | witnessed a robbery. | was walking home
(1 .school on Wednesday
afternoon (2) | saw a man
robbing an elderly lady. (3) .£

could do anything, he had started running down the road.

(4) £ ... | realised that he had stolen
her bag, | phoned the police. (5) Whi
the man was running, he fell down several times. Just
6) 25....... ... the man thought he had
escaped, a police car arrived.

6 Rewrite the sentences using the correct past tense
forms of the verbs and the time expressions.
Last night, John (cook) the dinner. | (tidy) my room.
(while)
Lastnight, John tooked the dinnerwhile | tidicd iy
room.

—-

They (go) to another school. They (come) to this
one. (before)

They went. to another school before thev came to.

2 We (arrive) at the station. The train (leave). (after)
We z atthe stationaftert

3 She (study) in the library. She first (meet) her
boyfriend. (when)

he, studving.in the libra

4 The printer (break). Cristina (print) the document.

(while)
e Cristina was printing the

document.

5 | (open) the curtains. | (see) a cat outside looking at
me. (as soon as)
A 1 oper ains,
looking at. me.

6 They (walk) down the mountain. It (start) to snow.
(when)
They we 7 down the mountain w itstarted

Lo show,

used to and would

7 Rewrite the sentences with the correct form of
used to.

| didn't like coffee before. / aictnt ise tolike coffee.

—

In the past, | played chess.
lused to play chess

N

Were you friends with Sara before?
befr

Did you use. hGara?.

w

She didn't have long hair before.

She didn't use to have long hair,

S

When | was little, | wanted to be an astronaut.

| used towant to be a onaut

5 Did Mark play basketball before?
DidM: 12

6 Our teachers never gave us so much homework.

Ourtea Yo give us so much ho

]

Complete the sentences with would / wouldn’t and the
verbs in the list.

| would eyele to school every day.

1 |loved collecting stamps. | .
them in an album.

My aunt always remembered my birthday. She

N

w

My father
his travels.

me stories about

on the beach all day

getting brown.

&)

My mother .
and biscuits.

delicious cakes

o

Weekends were great. We .//0ul
bed until late.

EI 3] consoLipate

9 Choose the correct option.

My grandparents used to / wetld live in a small village
in the country. When | was a child, | (1)(used to)/ use

to spend part of the summer holidays with them. |

(2) used /(would)stay there for two or three weeks and
my grandmother (3)(sed to)/ wouldn't cook wonderful
meals. | (4) didn't used to /get up until 11am.
It was wonderful! My grandfather (5)/ would
have a boat and he (6) use to /(would)take me fishing.
We (7) use to /(would)eat the fish for dinner. As | got
older, | (8)didn't use t®/ wouldn't like going there so
much because | wanted to stay with my friends in the city.

Memory and experience Unit 1
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